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An extraordinary 
program that began 

in 1992 focuses on building strength and 
character in children at risk. Beginning with 
sixth graders in four schools in the Houston-
Galveston area, they now have 44 schools 
in Houston, Galveston and Dallas and serve 
more than 7,000 kids. They are continuing 
to build a strong program that has proven 
to keep kids in school, off drugs, and with 
a high graduation from high school; higher 
than their peers. School administrators in 
which the program is found say that these 
kids have improved grades, improved 
behavior, and are staying in school.

Martial Arts offers the unique combination 
of training the mind as well as the body. 
“When kids start caring about themselves, 
they start caring about others,” 

says Chuck Norris. As a 
child learns martial arts, they learn 

discipline; and they learn the importance 
of maintaining a healthy body – free 
from drugs. They learn to stand up for 
themselves, with self-confidence. And 
they are given skills to resist temptation. 
KICKSTART brings this program to some of 
the most at risk students in Texas, those in 
schools where gang violence is prevalent 
and pressure to do and/or sell drugs very 
common. Many have given up on these 
students, but Chuck Norris and his wife, 
Gena, are just getting started.

KICKSTART founder, Chuck Norris, is 
visiting Houston on a special mission. He 
will ride with hundreds of motorcyclists in 
an inaugural “Cruise to Conroe.” You can 
join him from Northwest Mall in Houston 
(555 Northwest Mall) or meet up at the 
final destination, Papa’s on the Lake in 
Conroe (14632 Hwy 105 West). Other 
starting points include Independence 
Harley-Davidson in College Station (4101 
Hwy 6 South) and Cowboy Harley-Davidson 
in Austin (10917 South I-35). Pre-register 
and save $20. It’s only $25/rider and $10/
passenger if you register by October 9, 

2009. Onsite registration is $35/rider and 
$15/passenger. Your registration fee is 
tax deductible to the extent the law will 
allow, as KickStart is a 501c3 non-profit 
organization. Kickstands go up at 10:00 
a.m. sharp for an escorted ride to Papa’s 
for live music and great fun. 

Want a special ride for your group? The top 
three groups that raise the most money for 
the ride receive banners signed by Chuck 
Norris. Better yet, become a VIP Rider. 
Donate $1,000 and ride up front with 
Chuck Norris. With a limit of only 30 bikes, 
these will be gone soon!

An actor, karate champion, author and 
humanitarian. That’s how our 41st 
President, George Bush, describes his 
friend Chuck Norris. The two met in April 

2009 at the 
George Bush 
President ia l 
Library Center 
at A&M, 
where Norris 
received the 
2009 McLane 
L e a d e r s h i p 
in Business 
Award. You 
may not know 
this, but Norris grew up in poverty in 
Oklahoma, then joined the Air Force. While 
stationed in Korea, he discovered martial 
arts.

For more information about KICKSTART 
and the ride, visit Kick-Start.org.

Start with the Children…

“If you want to change the world, 
start with the children.”
     ~ Mahatma Ghandi ~
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